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Emerging Leaders and Corporate Contributors to  

Square Off in United Way Softball Game 

 
 The Tulsa Area United Way’s younger supporters will challenge its more seasoned 

contributors during the first All-Star Softball Game on Tuesday, Sept. 25, at The University of 

Tulsa.  

 The Emerging Leaders Society – an organization of young professionals and emerging 

philanthropists – will face members of its Alexis de Tocqueville Society – families who 

contribute to the United Way at a distinguished level – beginning at 6 p.m. at the TU softball 

field, just west of Sixth St. and Delaware Ave. The game is free and open to the public.  

 “Bringing people together to work toward a common cause is what our local United Way 

does best,” said Alison Anthony, President and CEO of the Tulsa Area United Way. “Getting to 

know and interacting with members of our Tocqueville Society is important for our emerging 

leaders, who are preparing to become tomorrow’s leaders and philanthropists.”  

 A festival atmosphere will surround the game, including food and beer trucks, as well as 

entertainment, said Jordan Didier Lanning, volunteer chair of the Emerging Leaders Society 

(ELS). United Way partner agencies also will be present to explain the services they offer to the 

community.  

 Sponsors of the game include Bank of Oklahoma, LUXA Enterprises, ONEOK and the 

University of Tulsa.  

 Members of ELS are encouraged to invite friends and co-workers who may be interested 

in joining the organization of young professionals in their 20s, 30s and 40s. 

 “We believe it is so important for these two generations to play and work together to 

make our community a better place to live,” Didier Lanning said. “It’s one of the best benefits of 

ELS.” 



 The two generations of the United Way also interact via a mentorship program that pairs 

young professionals with more established leaders who serve as mentors.  

 “For several generations, Tulsa has enjoyed a well-deserved reputation for philanthropy 

and the vibrancy of its non-profit sector,” says Didier-Lanning. “It’s up to our generation to learn 

from past and present leaders, enabling us to continue that tradition and ensure a high quality of 

life for our city in the future.”  

 ELS prepares the next generation of leaders and philanthropists through leadership 

development, mentoring opportunities, insight into the needs of the community, and access to 

business leaders and non-profit executives, according to Kate Starr, Donor Engagement Manager 

at the Tulsa Area United Way.  

 “ELS members also have access to tours of the United Way’s 59 partner agencies, which 

helps them learn about the services these organizations provide, and, in turn, helps them discover 

their passions and become involved as volunteers and board members,” she said. 

Members support the local United Way at several levels starting at $250 annually. 

Members at the highest level, which requires annual support of $2,500 or more can be assigned a 

mentor through the Alexis de Tocqueville Society and are invited to attend the annual ELS 

Philanthropy Forum sessions. 

The Philanthropy Forum is a leadership program that exposes ELS members to key issues 

in the community. Recent topics included criminal justice reform and next year’s focus will be 

on veteran’s affairs.  

The Emerging Leaders Society is the only organization in the Tulsa area for young 

professionals to prepare for leadership, community service and philanthropy. For more 

information, or to join, visit www.tauw.org/els, or call 918-295-6691.  
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